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recent strikes in the mines and the steel-plants of the United
States extended right across the country, and passed far
beyond the competence of any State Government to settle.
The President, as the head of the National Executive, alone
possessed a sufficiently wide authority to attempt intervention.
Again, within the last year "both "Washington and Ottawa
have seen great industrial conferences of employers and
trade union leaders, representative of the United States and
Canada from the Atlantic to the Pacific, meeting to seek
solutions for the problems of industry on national lines.

The same influences, which are levelling out local differ-
ences in the industrial conditions within the various countries,
have been steadily forcing the Labour problem into the inter-
national sphere. The conditions under which the operatives
in the same industries work in foreign countries is no longer
a matter of indifference to the home manufacturer. His
labour charges are usually the largest item in the cost of pro-
ducing his article. If his foreign rivals can command an
abundance of cheap, underpaid labour, he may find it im-
possible to raise the wages of Ms own workmen, however
honestly he may feel that their standard of life is insufficient.
Thus the prosperity of the British workman may become
largely dependent on the relative prosperity of the American
or the Belgian or the Japanese workman in the same industry.
It is true that much more than the comparative value of the
wages in different countries has to be taken into account.
But whatever may be done in the way of better management,
or of obtaining a higher rate of production in return for higher
wages, the relative rates of remuneration in competing
Countries must always have an importanWbearing on their
prosperity. Again, the artificial protection of tariffs may
keep prices high for the home-consumer (who largely consists
of the workers themselves), and so enable the manufacturer
in a particular industry to pay higher wages than he could do
otherwise. Whether, under a general tariff, the worker greatly
benefits in the long run is very questionable. In the future